Institut pro demokracu
a ekonomickou analyzu

Nezavisly think tank pti
Narodohospodaiském tstavu AV CR, v.v.i.

zaméfujici se na analyzu, vyhodnocovani I_BEACERGE =
a vlastni navrhy vefejnych politik El L~




Akademie véd
Ceské republiky

Strategie AV21

Spi¢kovy vyzkum ve vefejném zajmu




Sty AV IDEA™<:

PRODCT O THE ECONOMICS INSTTIUTE

Think tank IDEA at the Economics Institute of the Czech Academy
of Sciences invites you to attend a seminar with a discussion:

Access to confidential
micro data for research
and policy analysis

March 22, 2018 | CERGE-EI
16:00-18:00 Politickych véznu 7, Prague 1

16:00
Introduction

16:15-17-00

Presentation on
“Safe Centre at the Statistical Office: Hungarian Experience”
Isolt Mémeth, Hungarian Central Statistical Office

17:00-1730

Comments and reflections

Marek Rojicek, Czech Statistical Office
Martin Srholec, CERGE-EI
17:30-18:00

Discussion

National statistical offices collect a wealth of data on individuals and firms. Besides being the base for official
stafistics, the data also represent an invaluable resource for the research community. Statistical offices thus
provide access to the anonymized micro data for research purposes through various channels. Hungarian
Central Statistical Office — similarly to many advanced countries — arranges access to confidential statistical
data in a dedicated safe centre and more recently through remote access and remote execution. The
seminar will bring first-hand experience from these schemes and provide a platform for discussing their
potential in the Czech Republic. The serminar will primarily address these questions:

= Why a how do statistical offices provide access to confidential micro data?

+ What are the benefits and challenges of running a safe centre for researchers?

+ What data is accessible, what for and what are the main results in Hungary?

+ What implications can be derived from the Hungarian experience for the Czech Republic?
+ Should the micro data be accessible also for legitimate policy evaluation purposes?

The seminar is in English. A small refreshment follows the discussion. Register by e-mail: idea@cerge-ei.cz
or by filling out this form: http://bit.ly_micro_data, this link is also available here: http://idea.cerge-ei.cz.

Follow us on facebook:
http:/fwww.facebook.com/ideacerga/



Introductory remarks

The seminar considers:

Micro data

Confidential data

Anonymized data

Statistical data

Safe and controlled environment

For the purpose of research (and policy analysis)






Why do we need micro data?

Access to micro data 1s like

the Hubble telescope for (not only) social scientists



Does it make a difference?




Policy research on the impact of R&D subsidies to firms
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Policy research on the impact of R&D subsidies to firms
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Anonymization: Indirect vs. direct identification

Regulation of the European Commission (2009, Article 23): “Access to
confidential data which only allow for indirect identification of the statistical
units may be granted to researchers carrying out statistical analyses for scientific
purposes by the Commission (Eurostat) or by the NSIs or other national
authorities, within their respective spheres of competence.”

Smérnice CSU (2012, s. 6) ohledné zasad pro poskytovani statistickych
informaci externim uzivatelim podobn¢ uvadi, zZe ..... jejichZ zakladnim poslanim
je védecky vyzkum; tdaje se poskytnou ve formé neumoznujici piime urceni
zpravodajskeé jednotky, které se poskytnuté idaje tykaji.*

European Commission (2009) Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on
European Statistics, European Commission, Brussels, L 87/164, http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2009:087:0164:0173:en:PDF

CSU (2012) Smérnice k zasadam pro poskytovani statistickych informaci z CSU externim uZivatelim. Cesky statisticky ufad, IP:
133/2011-1101, Pot. ¢. 1/2012.

European Commission (2013) Regulation (EC) No 557/2013 of 17 June 2013 implementing Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the
European Parliament and of the Council on European Statistics as regards access to confidential data for scientific purposes European
Commission, Brussels, L 164/16, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ENG/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R0557 & from=EN



First-hand experience with access to confidential micro data

for research purposes

* Distributed micro data (Czech Statistical Office and Statistics Norway)

» Safe room (Virtual Microdata Laboratory (VML) of the Office for National
Statistics in the UK)

* Remote access (Microdata Online Access (MONA) in Statistics Sweden)

e CERGE-EI data lab

But also “Safe Centre” in Eurostat and similar regimes in Denmark, Finland,
Netherlands, France and many other countries. See also the pan-European
initiative ,,Data without Boundaries®.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/paidservices/virtualmicrodatalaboratoryvml
https://www.scb.se/Grupp/Produkter_Tjanster/Forskare/_Dokument/MONA/Produktblad-Eng.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/microdata/overview
http://www.dwbproject.org/

Safe centre and remote access — advantages and

challenges (for the statistical office)

Advantages:

* Security, security, security

* Oversight over the impacts

* Harmonized and updated micro data

* Scale economies from clearing and merging data

* More valuable service to the public (and to the government)

* Prestige and status of a modern forward-looking organization

Challenges:

* Initial investment and maintenance costs
* Legal barriers

* Cultural change

* Security threats



For research vs. evaluation purposes

Should the micro data be accessible also for legitimate policy evaluation
purposes?

Zakon €. 89/1995 Sb., o statni statisticke sluzbé (§ 17, odst. f): “Organy
vykondavajici statni statistickou sluzbu predavaji duvérné statisticke udaje pro
ucely védeckeho vyzkumu na zdklad€ smlouvy, ktera stanovi splnéni podminek
ochrany téchto idaji a presny zptisob jejich vyuziti v souladu s pravem
Evropskych spolecCenstvi, a to pravnickym osobam, jejichZ zakladnim poslanim
je védecky vyzkum; udaje se poskytnou ve formé neumoznujici prime urceni
zpravodajske jednotky, které se poskytnuté tdaje tykaji”

https://www.czso.cz/csu/czso/zakon o statni_statisticke sluzbe



Who are the prospective users of the safe room?

Chicken or Egg?



Upcoming IDEA seminar

The hidden treasure for policy research:
Administrative micro data

April 27, 2018
16:00-18:00
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