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School 
Closures



Losses may Translate to 
Greater Challenges



Earning Loss due to 
Conflicts, Pandemics



All Pandemics affect 
Economic Output



Every Year of Schooling 
Raises Earnings 8-10%



Cost of School Closures

Learning Loss Earnings Loss



A Simple 
Model



Learning Loss has 
Occurred



Europe: Loss of 1/3 to 1/2 year of schooling
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Global 
Evidence



An Analysis of COVID-19 Student Learning Loss



Length of Closures & Learning Loss
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Length of school closures (in weeks), by country



Global Learning Losses - Update
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Implications



Differentiated Effects

Level of 
education Annual loss Lifetime loss

Primary $272 $7,000 

Secondary $363 $9,000 

Tertiary $725 $18,000 



COVID-19 Cost of 
School Closures

$15-$17 trillion loss in lifetime earnings

12-18% of current year GDP over lifetime

0.8% annual reduction in GDP



Response
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